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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD

Believe ,  Aspire ,  Flourish

Dear Parents/Carers,
As we come to the end of a busy term, I would like to say a HUGE THANK
YOU to all parents, pupils and staff who supported our Winter Fair last week.
We are so grateful to our staff and PSA (Parent Staff Association) who worked
extremely hard to make this event successful and raise much needed funds for
our pupils. Along with the disco, we raised an amazing £3,000 for the school!
The Junior Leadership Team have already decided how to spend some of those
funds. 

Attendance Awards-DECEMBER 2025
We want all our pupils to achieve 97% and be in the 97 Club! A big shout out to
our amazing children who continue to show a love of learning by coming to
school every day. A Special Well done to the TOP THREE classes for their
excellent attendance, so far. Also, to SIX classes; Y1 Earhart, All of Y4, all of Y5
and Y6 Johnson for fantastic attendance this half term, earning themselves
popcorn/movie afternoon.

Attendance and Punctuality - GOOD ATTENDANCE =GREAT RESULTS!
GOOD ATTENDANCE =GREAT RESULTS!
If your child’s attendance is below 90%, they are classed as a persistent
absentee. We strongly encourage parents whose child’s attendance is below
95%, to improve attendance, starting from Reception. Nursery and Reception
started the academic year strong but lately we have noticed their attendance
dropping. Excellent attendance is essential to productive learning, positive life-
long habits, setting them up for success as adults. We ask that you support us in
improving Early Years attendance, as it is important that your child is in school
every day, to set strong foundations for their learning. 

PUBLIC HEALTH ADVICE FOR THE WINTER MONTHS 
As expected in the winter months, seasonal illnesses are circulating and to
support parents, the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has published advice
on how to reduce their spread (link is external) 
We will continue to have high attendance expectations and remind you to use
the NHS guidance above refer parents to know when a child is too ill for
school. Pupils should not miss school on a pre-cautionary basis and can
normally attend school with a cough or cold, unless they have a fever or
diarrhoea and vomiting.

Nursery Places available for January 2026 and April 2026
If your child was born between 1 September 2022 and 31 December 2022,
s/he can start Nursery (MORNING ONLY) in January. 
If your child was born between 1 January 2023 and 31 March 2023, s/he can
start Nursery in April: a fun environment where the children learn through play
and develop social skills. Please come to the school office for an application
pack and we will start them as soon as possible.

SAFEGUARDING: ONLINE SAFETY 
To further help you keep your children safe online, this month’s Parent Guide is:
In Game Chat.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES: THERAPEUTIC THINKING
TIP: Name the Behaviour You Want — and the One You Don’t
We have been teaching our pupils about valued and detrimental
behaviours. Do support us in using this language at home:
Children learn fastest when adults label behaviours clearly. Instead
of just saying “Good job” or “Stop that,” help your child
understand exactly what behaviour is valued and what behaviour
is not.
✅ How to teach valued behaviours
When you see a positive behaviour, name it:

“I like how you packed your bag without being asked — that
shows responsibility.”
“Thank you for using kind words — that helps everyone feel
safe.”

This tells your child what to repeat next time.
❌ How to address detrimental behaviours
When a behaviour isn’t helpful, keep it calm and specific:

“Throwing your book isn’t okay — it could hurt someone.
Let’s use words to show how you feel.”
“Shouting over your sister stops us listening. Try taking turns
to talk.”

This teaches your child what to change, without shaming them.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-issues-health-advice-following-the-half-term-break?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#:~:text=We%20are%20now%20beginning%20to,over%20the%20past%20few%20weeks.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-issues-health-advice-following-the-half-term-break?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#:~:text=We%20are%20now%20beginning%20to,over%20the%20past%20few%20weeks.
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Reading
As you know, Reading is an important skill that can affect life chances. So can I remind parents to encourage DAILY reading over the holidays;
this can include reading subtitles, magazines, comics, listening to stories on television, or approved sites on YouTube and audio CDs. Happy
Reading! 

HEALTH SUPPORT DURING THE FESTIVE SEASON 
The winter season can often affect how we feel physically and mentally with shorter days and colder weather. These challenges might make it
harder to spend time with family and friends, especially during festive times when we want to be together. 
For your winter wellness, here is some helpful information about the services the NHS offers to ensure you seek the right support from the
right people: https://www.westlondon.nhs.uk/winter
 
GOVERNING BODY
As Chair of Governors, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our newcomers who joined us since September; it’s been wonderful to
hear about everyone settling in so well. We have a new vice chair, Jane Brackley who brings a wealth of experience from an education
background and has been with the governing body for a valuable length of time. Watch out for a note from Jane in 2026. Thanking Elizabeth
for supporting the role and the FGB over an extensive number of years. 
Our recent Health & Safety Governors’ Walk provided positive overall feedback, the report demonstrated continued hard work of staff in
maintaining a safe and supportive environment. 
I hope everyone enjoyed the Winter Fair, and I’d like to offer sincere thanks to all the school staff for their dedication in making such events
possible. I’d also like to highlight the importance of good attendance, particularly for our younger children, as it helps them build strong early
learning habits, develop secure friendships, and feel confident and settled in their routines. 
As we move into the festive season, I send warm greetings to everyone in our school community, recognising the many different ways this
time of year is experienced — and wishing you all a peaceful break, a little sparkle, and a chance to recharge before the new term ahead.

AFTER SCHOOL CURRICULUM CLUBS including Let’s Leap
Clubs have now finished for the year. We will continue to run a range of FREE extra-curricular clubs and boosters after school in the Spring
Term 2025. These will commence in the 1st week back, so please return permission slips ASAP. I’m also delighted to announce that we are
increasing our sporting and physical health clubs, using Let’s Leap, specialists in Extended School programmes delivering high quality PE,
through a diverse range of childcare programmes. From January we will offer:
·Multi-Sports Club KS1 Monday 

Football Club KS1 Tuesday  
Netball/Basketball Club KS2 Wednesday 
Tag Rugby KS2 Thursday 

Look out for the letters!

Free school meals
If you haven't already made a free school meal application, apply http://fsm.bslforum.com/ealing/Dseat.jsp If you are successful, your child
will be eligible for Food vouchers during the holidays, a winter family payment to help with fuel costs AND extra funding for their school from
the Government, worth £1,300 per year. That’s extra money to spend on enrichment activities, teacher development and targeted support. If
you qualify inform school as soon as you receive your notification: The Voucher is £15 per week, per eligible child and a top up payment in
February towards heating. Don’t miss out, apply today!

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY FREE SCHOOL MEAL VOUCHERS 
If your child is in receipt of income based free school meals, you will receive a voucher worth £30 per child to cover the Christmas holidays.
These vouchers are issued by Ealing Council NOT the school and you will receive a code from Blackhawk via email. If you do not receive them
in your inbox, please check your junk or spam box. Do look at the DOJO post on 11.12.24, giving more detail, if you are eligible.

https://www.westlondon.nhs.uk/winter
http://fsm.bslforum.com/ealing/Dseat.jsp


Other support available-Cost of living
Support for children and families from Ealing Council website has lots of information about the different sources of help, benefits, grants and
money-saving discounts the council has on offer. Visit for more information:
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201320/cost_of_living_support_and_advice. Parents might also be interested in the free data sim cards
available from Ealing libraries for students. The council’s four community hubs include Southall Library, 

https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201033/council_and_local_decisions/3073/location , a registered data bank providing sims cards for
those who do not have online access or are struggling to pay for mobile data. Anyone struggling to meet food costs, cover their rent or
purchase essential items can apply for financial assistance. To find more information or to make an application go to:
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201264/help_for_residents/2687/help_with_your_money/2 Information about all the different sources of
help, benefits, grants and money-saving discounts on offer is also available:
https://www.egfl.org.uk/sites/default/files/Cost%20of%20living%20leaflet%20with%20translations_0.pdf 

GETTING EMERGENCY FOOD OVER CHRISTMAS
To find local support with food visit: www.ealing.gov.uk select cost of living help and then Food. Most food banks have different opening
hours over Christmas. Vouchers can be taken to any of the centres, should your normal centre be closed.  https://ealing.foodbank.org.uk/ If
you are in need of emergency food support, you should get in touch with your local food bank. The food bank will be able to explain which
referral agency you need to speak to and who can issue you a voucher over the holiday season. You can then exchange this voucher for a
food parcel at your nearest food bank centre. 
Foodbank centres will be closed on Tuesday 24th, Wednesday 25th, Thursday 26th December 2024 and Wednesday 1st January 2025. Our
Southall Saturday Centre will be closed on Saturday 28th December. Our office will be closed Monday 23rd-Fri 27th December.

MERRY CHRISTMAS: HAPPY HOLIDAYS
It has been an extremely busy Autumn term, with pupils and staff working very hard. Everyone is ready for a well-deserved rest over the
Christmas holidays. I would like to wish all our Dormers Wells families a very happy Christmas and a healthy, safe 2026. Thank you for your
continued support and on behalf of the whole staff team, we wish you a blessed and peaceful Christmas. The last day of the Autumn term is
Friday 19th December 1pm. We look forward to seeing all the children back to school on Monday 5  January 2026.th

With best wishes,
Mrs Toni George
Headteacher
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https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201320/cost_of_living_support_and_advice
http://www.ealing.gov.uk/
https://ealing.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/emergency-food/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/


Year 2
'Big adventures for little feet! Year 2 enjoyed an unforgettable trip to London,
discovering iconic landmarks and bringing classroom learning to life in the heart
of our capital.'

Year 1 
This month children in Year One have been getting ready for
Christmas and decorating our classroom doors. The children have
also enjoyed many activities including our Winter Fair, Disco in
the Dark and seeing our Year 2 children perform their Nativity.

Reception
The children in
reception were SO
EXCITED to post their
letters to Santa. We
used our amazing
phonics skills to write
the letters before
heading off to the local
post box to send them
on their way to the
North Pole. They were
doubly excited to
receive a reply from
Santa himself, sent by
special elf delivery all
the way to each and
every child’s home. 

Nursery
This half-term, the nursery children have been busy learning some special
Christmas songs, which they proudly performed for their parents during our
festive concert. They have also enjoyed creating their own decorations, from
sparkling ornaments to colourful festive craft trees. It has been a joyful and
creative season, filled with excitement, imagination, and plenty of Christmas
cheer.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?
UPCOMING DATES
5/1/26 

All pupils return to School
Clubs and boosters begin this week

8/1/26 
9am SATS Y6 parents meeting

15/1/26
Martin Luther King Theme Lunch

19 - 23/1/26
Y6 Mock SATs week

23/1/26
Y3 visit Ealing Green Church

26/1/26
Y5/6 Girls football selected pupils

28/1/26
Y1 to Hanwell Zoo
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Year 5
Year 5 class had a truly magical trip to the Harry Potter Studios. As
soon as they stepped inside, they were amazed by the giant sets,
dazzling costumes, and incredible props from the films. They walked
through the Great Hall, explored Diagon Alley, and even saw the
Hogwarts Express up close. Many of the pupils tried casting spells
with wands, and they learned how special effects brought the
magical creatures to life. It felt as though they had stepped straight
into the wizarding world. By the end of the day, the whole year
group was full of excitement and wonder, carrying home memories
they would never forget.

Year 6
Year 6 have been enjoying reading ‘The girl who stole an elephant’ and
writing descriptive pieces as well as alternative chapters. 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?
Year 3
Y3 Produced excellent descriptive writing on the Iron Man. They
have thoroughly enjoyed the Iron Man. 

Year 4
During writing, Children wrote to the prime minister to persuade him to
support refugee children. In geography, children identified major rivers in
Africa and explored the locations of the source and mouth of the River Nile
and the Niger River and in Spanish, Children explored the famous Spanish
tradition called Semana Santa.
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EXTRA STORIES

Winter Fair 2025
The annual Winter Fair, what an amazing success it was! The children enjoyed many stalls old and new - it was a pleasure to see everyone having
so much fun.
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Well done to...
Well done Amira Saloom, Shams Mohammed, Mariya Sharfa and Jahni John-Charles for doing so well in their Talent for Writing. 
Well done to all the pupils who were awarded certificates for the Vending Machine book readers.
We are delighted to congratulate Sharina Pathak in Year 3 on her winning entry in the Borough Christmas Card Competition. Well done, Sharina!



EXTRA STORIES
Christmas Doors
The classroom doors have been beautifully decorated, with lots of fantastic ideas and effort put into each
display. Members of the JLT selected the winning doors and a runner-up. The winning class received a box
of chocolates as their prize. Well done to everyone involved!

KS1 Winning Door 
Y2 Latimer
Runner up 
Y2 Curie
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Disco
Children had a fantastic time at the
Disco. They really enjoyed the
Glowsticks and snacks.

KS2 Winning Door
Y3 Tendulkar
Runner up
Y5 Blackman



EXTRA STORIES
More Christmas Doors
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